Breakout sessions will be offered on Saturday and Sunday afternoons, and there are many to choose from! They will all be located in the Bricker Academic Building.

There is a specific track of sessions for youth leaders, which is open to adult leaders only.

There is also a track of sessions for young adults who are around grade 12 and in their 20s.

All the other sessions are open to anyone at the gathering, but are specifically planned for the youth!

Breakout session 1: Saturday at 1:30pm

Youth Leaders:

Room

Presenter

Topic

Description

Presenter Bio

BA-101

Cassie Moore

Beyond Screens &
Memes: Understanding
How to Engage the Next
Generations

Our world is changing rapidly, and it deeply affects our
ministries and engagement with young people. Today’s
younger generations think, communicate, and engage with
faith differently. How can we focus on what truly matters, in
a world of chaos and constant change? This dynamic
session will dive deep into the unique traits of Generation Z
and Generation Alpha—unpacking their values, challenges,
and the cultural shifts shaping them. Together, we’ll explore
how to bridge the gaps, build authentic relationships, and
communicate timeless truths in ways that truly resonate.
You'll depart with practical strategies, encouraged souls,
and a renewed passion for guiding the next generation in
faith and life.

Cassie is an author, speaker, and leadership consultant with 15 years of
experience in ministry to young people. She is the author of Faith Notes: A
Christ-Centered Survival Kit for Young Women, Authentic Youth Ministry:
Straight Talk about Working with Kids, Teens & In-Betweens, The
Gallivanter Saga adventure series, and a contributing author for Connected
for Life: Essential Guide to Youth Ministry and Words of Peace and
Protection: Devotions for Women. She’s also the creator of the webinar
series, From A to (Gen) Z: The Church and the Digital Generation with
Concordia Publishing House. She has published over 80 articles on youth
and culture in addition to freelance curriculum writing. She grew up in
lllinois & Minnesota, earned her master’s degree in organizational
leadership from the Townsend Institute at Concordia University Irvine, has
worked on national & district youth gatherings, and enjoys speaking
internationally.

Moore currently consults and contracts out for non-profits, churches,
schools, and local government organizations regarding youth engagement,
understanding Gen Z and Gen Alpha, leadership, strategic planning, and
mental health advocacy. She has a certificate in Franklin Covey’s The 4
Disciplines of Execution® and is a QPR Gatekeeper Trainer in suicide
prevention, and serves on the board for a multi-site counseling center. She
loves travel, hiking, & talking to strangers. She and her husband, Pastor
Tyler, live in Hood River, Oregon and have two dogs. Connect with her at
cassieahmoore.com.




Young Adults:

Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-102 | Lisa Jackson Faithful & Fearless: Stewardship isn’t just about giving money—it's about living | Lisa is passionate about equipping and empowering youth and young
Stewardship for Everyday | faithfully with all that God has entrusted to you. In this adults to serve in the Church. As the Managing Director of Lutheran
Life: Discover how to use | interactive workshop, we'll explore how young adults can Laymen’s League of Canada / Lutheran Hour Ministries Canada, she
your God-given gifts with | boldly use their time, talents, and resources to serve God helps create resources and opportunities that support faith-sharing across
confidence and purpose and others. Whether in your career, relationships, or generations.
community, discover how to be faithful and fearless in Before joining LLL Canada, Lisa spent nearly 20 years in leadership roles
everyday stewardship. at Manulife and Sunlife Financial, where she had the opportunity to work
in the Philippines. She also spent a year living in Japan during high
school, sparking a lifelong appreciation for different cultures and global
ministry.
Lisa holds a Master’s in Leadership Studies from the University of Guelph
and a Business Marketing diploma from Conestoga College. She is
currently pursuing a Master’s in Theology at Concordia Lutheran
Theological Seminary in St. Catharines.
Outside of ministry, Lisa is an Olympic weightlifting enthusiast and
believes in the value of strength—both physically and spiritually. She also
serves as the Coordinator of Team Zion, a long-term LCC mission team
that partners with pastors and deaconesses in Nicaragua for Vacation
Bible School and community projects. Lisa is married to Andrew and has
two adult sons.
Youth:
Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-110 | Rev. Michael Scrolling Away It's easy to get immersed into the world around us without | Pastor Michael is a child of God, husband, and father of four. He serves
Schutz thinking too much about it. And that’s especially true in our | as Lead Pastor at Concordia Lutheran Church in Penticton, BC and as

culture that’s full of all kinds of different technology. But
how should we think about the technology we use every
day? And even more importantly, how should we think
about it as Christians? What does God say about it? How
are screens and other devices helpful or harmful to the
Christian faith and life? Come and join in a guided
discussion about these questions and more.

Vice-President of LCC. He has also served in LCC and LCMS as a
Deacon (DPS). He grew up with VCRs, cassette tapes, and rotary
phones, and so he has seen an immense amount of change in the
technology we use every day. He tries to help the church be wise as we
use tech tools to serve the work of God's kingdom. Pastor Michael is a
musician and sports fan (go Riders!), and enjoys family camping trips and
hanging out in the sunny Okanagan of BC.




BA-111 | Dcn. Amanda Armour Up! Sex and What is it like to date in the world that you live in today? Deacon Amanda hails from Lethbridge, Alberta, where she first met
Hastings & Rev. Dating (pt. 1) What are relationships supposed to look like? Where do Pastor Glenn while he was serving as the vicar in her home congregation.
Glenn Worcester we learn about healthy relationships? What are the Amanda took a 3-year tour of Western Canada from 2007-2010, spending

temptations that come your way? And when they come, 2 years completing her Director of Parish Services certificate in Edmonton
how do you protect yourself, guard yourself against sin? and a year-long internship in Campbell River, BC. She now lives in Regina
There's this old schoolyard rhyme that goes, "(Name) & with her husband Donivan and two children, Riley and Jeremiah. She has
(Name) sitting in a tree, K-I-S-S-I-N-G, first comes love, served as the Director of Parish Services (Deacon) at Good Shepherd
then comes marriage, then comes the baby in the baby Lutheran Church in Regina since 2010. Amanda loves Jesus, coffee, the
carriage." However, when it comes to relationships, the colour purple and owls. She is also an NYG afficionado who has served
world we live in doesn’t always follow that order: dating, on many planning committees, and as MC during the 2016 “Living H20”
love, marriage, sex, children. And the world we live in NYG. She loves to celebrate her birthday at the NYG, starting back at age
doesn't necessarily teach that order either. As we explore 16 when she attended her first NYG. Fun fact: Amanda and Pastor
relationships, we will cover God’s plan and order for sex & | Glenn’s son, Micah, share a birthday AND Amanda got to share the news
dating as found in His Word; how they relate to our to the whole gathering from on stage that Micah had been born way back
personal experiences; where God's forgiveness fits in to all | in 2016.
of it; and how we can live out God-pleasing relationships
protecting ourselves and the person we are with. The Pastor Glenn is originally from Detroit, Michigan. He attended Concordia
second session will split the ladies (led by Deacon Amanda | University in Ann Arbor; Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne;
Hastings) and the guys (led by Pastor Glenn Worcester) did his Vicarage at Immanuel Lutheran in Lethbridge; and served as a
into separate groups to allow for personal discussion and pastor in Michigan until coming to Peace Lutheran Church in Winnipeg in
specific questions in connection with the first session. 2012. Pastor Glenn was the main speaker at the 2019 "Worthless" NYG,
and enjoys talking about Jesus, playing board games and sports, music,
spending time with his family, and the color pink. Pastor Glenn met his
wife Andrea at the 2007 "I Am" NYG in Ottawa. They have three lovely
children: Micah (born on the first day of the 2016 NYG, and will celebrate
on the last day of this NYG), lvy, and Jonah.
BA-201 | Jennifer Kerr Mental Health From a Mental health is a big topic of discussion in the world we Jennifer Kerr is a mental and relational health counsellor from Regina.

Faith Perspective

live in. As human beings created in the image of God, our
mental, emotional, and relational health is important to
nurture and care for. However, some of the guidance from
the world around us doesn’t always align with our Christian
faith. In this breakout session, co-main speaker Jennifer
Kerr, a trained marriage and family therapist, will share
about how we can think about mental health in a way that
makes sense in our faith context. There will also be time
for questions and discussion. If you want to care for your
own mental, emotional and relational health and be a
supportive encourager to those around you as they care for
theirs, consider attending this breakout session.

She has a husband named Rocky, a cat named Kirby, and a guitar named
Bennett. Throughout her time working with kids, youth, and young adults
in many different organizations, Jennifer knew she wanted to grow in her
abilities to serve young people and families. That led her to complete her
Master of Arts in Marriage and Family Therapy and become a professional
counsellor. Jennifer has been part of many LC-C youth gatherings as a
musician, and spoke at Impact 2023 on mental health from a faith
perspective, but this is her first time as a co-main speaker. Find Jennifer
online at www.throughtherapy.ca.




BA-202 | Rev. Dr. Thomas | Shielded by Your The Ephesian Christians lived in a world of fear and Rev. Winger is President and Professor at Concordia Lutheran
Winger Baptism in a Dangerous | danger. The “gods” had to be paid off with sacrifices or they | Theological Seminary (CLTS), St. Catharines. He studied at Concordia
World would punish you. Paul wrote that Baptism into Christ gave | College, Ann Arbor, MI (BA, 1985); Westfield House, Cambridge, England
them a Champion who was far greater than these so-called | (1986); CLTS (MDiv, 1990); and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (STM,
gods. You, too, don’t need to fear the spiritual dangers of 1992; ThD, 1997). He is the author of the Concordia Commentary on
this world when you are shielded by Christ. This gives you | Ephesians (2015), Lutheranism 101: Worship (2017), and a contributor to
the courage to live in the world and confess Christ while He | The Lutheran Study Bible (2009) and Lutheran Service Book: Companion
defends you and fights for you. Learn from Paul’s letter to to the Services (2022). He was pastor of Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, St.
the Ephesians how your world and his aren’t so far apart. Catharines, a German-English congregation (1993—-99). He then served
for seven years as tutor at Westfield House, Cambridge, the theological
training house of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England (ELCE). In
2006 he returned to Canada as a professor at CLTS, and has served as
its president since 2012. Born in Coventry, England, into an ELCE
parsonage, he followed his father Roger from church to church in England
and Canada, before following him into the ministry. He is married to Sara
and has two children, Anne and Benjamin.
BA-208 | Tara Hart and Songwriting for Worship | Together we will compose a worship song during this This workshop will be led by Canadian singer/songwriter Tara Lyn Hart
Ashton Hart - part 1 two-session workshop that we will then perform and teach | and her son Ashton Hart, who is a composer for visual media, film and
to everyone at the Gathering. We will explore key video games. Between them they have a vast amount of experience
components of writing music that is appropriate for Divine writing a variety of music genres, including Christian and Worship music.
service, and apply it to our ideas. Musical proficiency will
be helpful, but not necessary. Come make a joyful noise to
the Lord!
BA-209 | Rev. Roland Where in the WORLD God has made you His through Jesus death and Rev. Syens served Lutheran Church Canada as Pastor/Missionary for
Syens are we? How can you resurrection. He has forgiven your sins and lives in you. As | over 30 years, and served as missionary to Ukraine from 1993 -2005. He

make a difference in
your sphere of influence
to bring change in the
world?

a follower of Jesus nothing is impossible for God. As His
child He invites you to bring change in the world. Come
and learn how you make a difference?

felt God's call to be a missionary when he was 7 years old and has always
known that the LORD has been with him. There were times when he
doubted God and times when he walked away, but He has always kept
him in the palm of His hand and in the grip of His grace. He has carried
Rev. Syens through many times when danger was all around and He
continues to pour His grace and mercy on him through Jesus. He has
privileged Rev. Syens to share His Word in Ukraine, Russia, Kenya,
Tanzania, Nicaragua, Canada, Germany, Israel and where ever! Rev.
Syens has seen His power at work to bring saving faith, to cast out
demons, as the saving message of Jesus saves lives. He is alive and He
changes people.




BA-210

Samantha Neeb

Masks of God: God at
Work in the Ordinary

Have you ever wondered “how is God using me?” The
answer to that is through your vocation. God is at work
through you, in your everyday, ordinary life. Come learn
about how you are a mask of God.

Samantha Neeb is a recent graduate of the Director of Parish Services
program at Concordia Lutheran Seminary in Edmonton. In August, she will
be starting as the Associate Director - Family Ministries for Lutheran
Church-Canada.

Samantha grew up near New Hamburg, Ontario, but has spent the last
five years living in the west, Vancouver, Edmonton and Central Alberta.
She’s excited to be at the National Youth Gathering, it'll be her seventh
one, and if you need someone to go for ice cream with, she’ll volunteer!

BA-211

Prayer Walk

Need a break from the breakouts? Come take part in our
prayer walk and find some quiet time actively in prayer.

The prayer walk was organized by Pastor Eric, and the room will be
staffed by Minions during the breakout sessions.

Breakout session 2: Saturday at 4:30pm

Youth Leaders:

Rhonda Kelman

the Joys

unbreakable in the face of constant pressure on our time.
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion?...Keep
company with me and you'll learn to live freely and lightly”
(Matthew 11:28-30 MSG). Making time for sabbath rest is
often a struggle, yet God has made it for us (Mark 2:27
ESV), set an example of keeping it Himself (Genesis 2:2-3
ESV), commanded that we remember it (Exodus 20:8-9
ESV), and invited us to give Him our burdens. Join other
leaders for a discussion about our sabbath practices, why
they’re important, and where grace can be found in this
commandment. We don’t have all the answers, but we can
support each other as we try - and fail and try again - to
rest in God and all His blessings.

Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-101 | Michelle Restoring Sabbath A busy life with no chance to rest can make us feel broken | Michelle Heumann is a writer and editor from Calgary, and she’s been
Heumann & Rest: The Struggles and | - but God has given us a gift to refresh us and help us feel | involved in serving the church one way or another since she was still a

youth herself. When she’s not busy working or doing church-related things,
you might find her reading, playing slo-pitch, watching the Jays (which may
or may not actually be relaxing), reading, watching Netflix with her
husband, or walking or playing games with friends.

Rhonda lives in Coquitlam, BC. She grew up in Edmonton, but loves the
West Coast where she lives now. She is a member of Walnut Grove
Lutheran Church and teaches Grade 1 at Hope Lutheran Christian School.
Right now she is involved with the Young Adults ministry at the church.
Sharing God’s love has always been a passion of hers and encouraging
others to do the same! In her free time, she loves to go on road trips, hang
out with friends, play board games, and her newest hobby is quilting!




Young Adults:

Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-102 | Jennifer Kerr Mental Health from a Mental health is a big topic of discussion in the world we Jennifer Kerr is a mental and relational health counsellor from Regina,
Faith Perspective live in. As human beings created in the image of God, our | Saskatchewan. She has a husband named Rocky, a cat named Kirby, and
mental, emotional, and relational health is important to a guitar named Bennett. Throughout her time working with kids, youth, and
nurture and care for. However, some of the guidance from | young adults in many different organizations, Jennifer knew she wanted to
the world around us doesn’t always align with our Christian | grow in her abilities to serve young people and families. That led her to
faith. In this breakout session, co-main speaker Jennifer complete her Master of Arts in Marriage and Family Therapy and become
Kerr, a trained marriage and family therapist, will share a professional counsellor. Jennifer has been part of many LC-C youth
about how we can think about mental health in a way that | gatherings as a musician, and spoke at Impact 2023 on mental health from
makes sense in our faith context. There will also be time a faith perspective, but this is her first time as a co-main speaker. She is
for questions and discussion. If you want to care for your pumped to attend Unbreakable in 2025! Find Jennifer online at
own mental, emotional and relational health and be a www.throughtherapy.ca.
supportive encourager to those around you as they care
for theirs, consider attending this break out session.
Youth:
Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-110 | Pastor Eric Faith After High School Congratulations! You've finished high school! You're Pastor Eric is pastor at St. John's Lutheran Church in Beach Corner,
Moffett looking for a job, taking time off, travelling, or continuing Alberta. He is married to the incredible Kayla and is proud and tired dad to

your education. You now have a level of freedom you've
never had...and it's awesome. But now there are new
speed bumps in your faith life too. We are going to talk
about that! Ways to ensure you're being fed by God's Word
on a busy work schedule. How to keep your head in
post-secondary education. How to find a church when
you're away from home. Some things to do and not do and
learn them from someone who has definitely done and not
done many of them. Bring your questions and let's discuss.

their twins Wesley and Wren. He spent 10 years doing outreach ministry
on the University of Calgary campus. He has been a part of Youth
Gathering committees for 20+ years. He loves slo pitch, hot takes, movies,
games, competitions, musicals, and he's a 2025 Activate
Champion...goodness he sounds so "cool". Find him, say hi, get your team
some points.




BA-111 | Dcn. Amanda Armour Up! Sex and What is it like to date in the world that you live in today? Deacon Amanda hails from Lethbridge, Alberta, where she first met Pastor
Hastings Dating (pt. 2 - for girls What are relationships supposed to look like? Where do Glenn while he was serving as the vicar in her home congregation.
only) we learn about healthy relationships? What are the Amanda took a 3-year tour of Western Canada from 2007-2010, spending

temptations that come your way? And when they come, 2 years completing her Director of Parish Services certificate in Edmonton
how do you protect yourself, guard yourself against sin? and a year-long internship in Campbell River, BC. She now lives in Regina
There's this old schoolyard rhyme that goes, "(Name) & with her husband Donivan and two children, Riley and Jeremiah. She has
(Name) sitting in a tree, K-I-S-S-I-N-G, first comes love, served as the Director of Parish Services (Deacon) at Good Shepherd
then comes marriage, then comes the baby in the baby Lutheran Church in Regina since 2010. Amanda loves Jesus, coffee, the
carriage." However, when it comes to relationships, the colour purple and owls. She is also an NYG afficionado who has served on
world we live in doesn’t always follow that order: dating, many planning committees, and as MC during the 2016 “Living H20” NYG.
love, marriage, sex, children. And the world we live in She loves to celebrate her birthday at the NYG, starting back at age 16
doesn't necessarily teach that order either. As we explore when she attended her first NYG. Fun fact: Amanda and Pastor Glenn’s
relationships, we will cover God’s plan and order for sex & | son, Micah, share a birthday AND Amanda got to share the news to the
dating as found in His Word; how they relate to our whole gathering from on stage that Micah had been born way back in
personal experiences; where God's forgiveness fits in to all | 2016.
of it; and how we can live out God-pleasing relationships
protecting ourselves and the person we are with. The
second session will split the ladies (led by Deacon Amanda
Hastings) and the guys (led by Pastor Glenn Worcester)
into separate groups to allow for personal discussion and
specific questions in connection with the first session.

BA-201 | Samantha Neeb | A Conversation with This is your chance to advise the Synod. Talk to Samantha | Samantha Neeb is a recent graduate of the Director of Parish Services

You(th)

about what it’s like being a teen in the church today, what
you need to feel supported and heard, and what you see
as the future of the church.

program at Concordia Lutheran Seminary in Edmonton. In August, she will
be starting as the Associate Director - Family Ministries for Lutheran
Church - Canada.

Samantha grew up near New Hamburg, Ontario, but has spent the last five
years living in the west, Vancouver, Edmonton and Central Alberta. She’s
excited to be at the National Youth Gathering, it'll be her seventh one, and
if you need someone to go for ice cream with, she’ll volunteer!




BA-202

Dcn. Kathy
Cornish

Beyond Chats and Small
Talk

Conversations, especially in person are important to
building and maintaining relationships. We all want to
connect with our friends and family. We stay in regular
contact with friends, especially through various message
platforms like Insta or gaming chats. We meet f2f too, in
the halls, over lunch or when we share activities like sports,
choir or youth group. But what do you talk about with your
friends? Do you find it easy to talk to anyone? Or does the
thought of carrying on a conversation, even with people
you know well, a little intimidating? Maybe you're like me,
shy, a bit quiet? Maybe you love talking but always keep it
light? How comfortable are you talking about your faith and
what you believe with others?

This session will be a practical discussion, encouraging
and equipping you for when your conversations move
beyond small talk. It will explore how we can use the
Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer and the other chief parts
of the Small Catechism to help guide our conversations.

Dcn. Kathy Cornish is the Director of Education and Youth at Riverbend
Lutheran Church in Edmonton.

BA-208

Rev. Glenn
Worcester

Armour Up! Sex and
Dating (pt. 2 - for guys
only)

What is it like to date in the world that you live in today?
What are relationships supposed to look like? Where do
we learn about healthy relationships? What are the
temptations that come your way? And when they come,
how do you protect yourself, guard yourself against sin?
There's this old schoolyard rhyme that goes, "(Name) &
(Name) sitting in a tree, K-I-S-S-I-N-G, first comes love,
then comes marriage, then comes the baby in the baby
carriage." However, when it comes to relationships, the
world we live in doesn’t always follow that order: dating,
love, marriage, sex, children. And the world we live in
doesn't necessarily teach that order either. As we explore
relationships, we will cover God’s plan and order for sex &
dating as found in His Word; how they relate to our
personal experiences; where God's forgiveness fits in to all
of it; and how we can live out God-pleasing relationships
protecting ourselves and the person we are with. The
second session will split the ladies (led by Deacon Amanda
Hastings) and the guys (led by Pastor Glenn Worcester)
into separate groups to allow for personal discussion and
specific questions in connection with the first session.

Pastor Glenn is originally from Detroit, Michigan. He attended Concordia
University in Ann Arbor; Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne;
did his Vicarage at Immanuel Lutheran in Lethbridge; and served as a
pastor in Michigan until coming to Peace Lutheran Church in Winnipeg in
2012. Pastor Glenn was the main speaker at the 2019 "Worthless" NYG,
and enjoys talking about Jesus, playing board games and sports, music,
spending time with his family, and the color pink. Pastor Glenn met his wife
Andrea at the 2007 "I Am" NYG in Ottawa. They have three lovely
children: Micah (born on the first day of the 2016 NYG, and will celebrate
on the last day of this NYG), Ivy, and Jonah.




BA-209 | Dcn. Michael LAMP: Shining the Light | LAMP? What is LAMP? It stands for "Lutheran Association | Dcn. Michael Gillingham is a rostered deacon (DPS) in LCC who has
Gillingham of Jesus for 55+ Years! of Missionaries and Pilots" and it's an organization that has | served for thirty years in youth ministry, young adult ministry, and music
been sharing the good news of Jesus in remote areas of ministry in congregations in western Canada. He has more recently shifted
Canada for over 55 years. Join LAMP missionary deacon into a new job where he serves as “missionary deacon” with LAMP
Michael Gillingham to hear about how LAMP started, what | (Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots). Michael currently works
it's doing today, and what it hopes to do in the future. You with northern communities and with teams from churches in Canada and
will also hear about how you can be involved in this special | the US who seek to provide ministry to kids and adults in these
ministry. communities. Michael’s interest in questions surrounding gender and
sexuality emerged as he worked with youth and families and also as he
attended graduate school at a local public university. Michael is hoping that
his presentations will provide some helpful information and suggestions for
engaging with these questions in positive ways. Michael is a husband,
father, father-in-law, and grandfather as well as a songwriter and sports fan
(go Elks!! go Oilers!!). He is a long time supporter of the LCC National
Youth Gathering and is glad to be able to attend and present there this
year.
BA-210 | Pastor Peter The Power of Music: Today, music is everywhere—we stream it constantly, hear | Pastor Peter Knelson grew up in Saskatchewan, where youth gatherings
Knelson Strengthening Mind & it in stores, and have endless songs at our fingertips. But played a pivotal role in shaping his faith and fostering friendships. Although
Spirit in Christ previous generations didn’t have this luxury. In fact, the he never had the chance to attend a National Youth Gathering as a youth,
Apostles, philosophers, and theologians through history he’s making up for it now—serving as the MC for the 2025 NYG! His hope
took music far more seriously than we often do today. They | is that today’s youth will find this gathering just as impactful, inspiring, and
understood its deep cognitive and spiritual impact. fun as his own experiences.
This presentation will explore the power of music according | Pastor Peter serves St. John’s Lutheran Church in Warman and St. Paul’s
to scripture, philosophers, and theologians to help us take | Lutheran Church in Bergheim, Saskatchewan. When he’s not pastoring,
up the shield of faith and extinguish any flaming arrow that | he’s helping his wife, Laurel, keep up with their two energetic kids. And
Satan may send through music. when the house finally quiets down, you’ll often find him playing guitar and
We'll also dive into the practical side of music, offering tips | recording music. He can’t wait to stand alongside you in putting on the full
on writing, recording, and publishing songs that glorify armor of God!
God. Whether you're a musician, songwriter, or just
passionate about the role of music in faith, this session will
equip you to use music as both a creative gift and a
spiritual weapon.
BA-211 Prayer Walk Need a break from the breakouts? Come take part in our The prayer walk was organized by Pastor Eric, and the room will be staffed

prayer walk and find some quiet time actively in prayer.

by Minions during the breakout sessions.




Breakout session 3: Sunday at 1:30pm

Youth Leaders:

Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-101 | Dcn. Michael Ministering to Youth and | We live in a time and culture where people are asking huge | Dcn. Michael Gillingham is a rostered deacon (DPS) in LCC who has
Gillingham Their Families in atime | questions about sexuality, gender, sexual orientation, and served for thirty years in youth ministry, young adult ministry, and music

of Gender Fluidity gender identities. As youth leaders (both professional and ministry in congregations in western Canada. He has more recently shifted
(adults) volunteer), we seek to love, support, and teach our youth to | into a new job where he serves as “missionary deacon” with LAMP
navigate these emerging conversations with love, grace, (Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots). Michael currently works
and truth. We’ll begin with a very brief discussion of with northern communities and with teams from churches in Canada and
relevant terms and then shift into a conversation about how | the US who seek to provide ministry to kids and adults in these
best to respond in these emerging moments of youth communities. Michael’s interest in questions surrounding gender and
ministry today. sexuality emerged as he worked with youth and families and also as he
attended graduate school at a local public university. Michael is hoping that
his presentations will provide some helpful information and suggestions for
engaging with these questions in positive ways. Michael is a husband,
father, father-in-law, and grandfather as well as a songwriter and sports fan
(go Elks!! go Qilers!!). He is a long time supporter of the LCC National
Youth Gathering and is glad to be able to attend and present there this
year.
Young Adults:
Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-102 | Cassie Moore Loneliness in the Age of | Despite being digitally connected more than any other Cassie is an author, speaker, and leadership consultant with 15 years of

Connection

generation, loneliness is a pervasive issue for many young
people—and plenty of adults, too.

Together, we’'ll unmask some of the challenges we’re
facing and why isolation has become a critical problem in
our world. We’ll explore the causes and impacts of
loneliness on relationships and well-being, sharing candid
stories and research, as well as practical ideas on how to
work through the awkwardness of making friends.

Join us as we shine a light on this elusive yet serious
issue, discussing ideas for meaningful connection and how
we can create a supportive, engaging community for
ourselves.

experience in ministry to young people. She is the author of Faith Notes: A
Christ-Centered Survival Kit for Young Women, Authentic Youth Ministry:
Straight Talk about Working with Kids, Teens & In-Betweens, The
Gallivanter Saga adventure series, and a contributing author for Connected
for Life: Essential Guide to Youth Ministry and Words of Peace and
Protection: Devotions for Women. She’s also the creator of the webinar
series, From A to (Gen) Z: The Church and the Digital Generation with
Concordia Publishing House. She has published over 80 articles on youth
and culture in addition to freelance curriculum writing. She grew up in
lllinois & Minnesota, earned her master’s degree in organizational
leadership from the Townsend Institute at Concordia University Irvine, has
worked on national & district youth gatherings, and enjoys speaking




internationally.

Moore currently consults and contracts out for non-profits, churches,
schools, and local government organizations regarding youth engagement,
understanding Gen Z and Gen Alpha, leadership, strategic planning, and
mental health advocacy. She has a certificate in Franklin Covey’s The 4
Disciplines of Execution® and is a QPR Gatekeeper Trainer in suicide
prevention, and serves on the board for a multi-site counseling center. She
loves travel, hiking, & talking to strangers. She and her husband, Pastor
Tyler, live in Hood River, Oregon and have two dogs. Connect with her at
cassieahmoore.com.

Youth:
Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-110 | Pastor Peter Bow or Be Canceled: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego faced intense Pastor Peter Knelson grew up in Saskatchewan, where youth gatherings
Knelson Sexuality in a Digital pressure to bow to a god made by human hands—but they | played a pivotal role in shaping his faith and fostering friendships. Although
World stood firm in their identity as God’s people. Today, we face | he never had the chance to attend a National Youth Gathering as a youth,
a similar pressure: to place our identity in our sexuality, to he’s making up for it now—serving as the MC for the 2025 NYG! His hope
define ourselves by it, and to explore it on the world’s is that today’s youth will find this gathering just as impactful, inspiring, and
terms. fun as his own experiences.
In a culture that demands we bow, how do we stand? This | Pastor Peter serves St. John’s Lutheran Church in Warman and St. Paul’s
presentation will encourage you to build your identity on Lutheran Church in Bergheim, Saskatchewan. When he’s not pastoring,
Christ—an identity that is eternal, rooted in His promises, he’s helping his wife, Laurel, keep up with their two energetic kids. And
and secure in the hope of the resurrection. when the house finally quiets down, you’ll often find him playing guitar and
recording music. He can’t wait to stand alongside you in putting on the full
armor of God!
BA-111 | Richard Fangrad | Making Sense of Is creation just a religious belief and evolution is Richard is CEO of Creation Ministries-Canada, and producer and co-host of

Creation, Evolution,
Science and Christianity

science-based? Is science at odds with Christianity? This
session will clarify these questions and related concepts.

the weekly, half-hour TV show Creation Magazine LIVE!. Richard has been
speaking on the creation/evolution issue since 1994. The Canadian CMI
office began as a room in his home in late 1998. As a speaker, he is known
for his easy-to-understand scientific presentations. Richard grew up in a
Christian home but by high school he had many unanswered questions
about creation, Genesis and the accuracy of the Bible that greatly hindered
his spiritual growth. This began to change in 1994 after hearing Dr Carl
Wieland (from CMI-Australia) and subscribing to Creation magazine, and
reading other resources on apologetics. Richard's education and
professional training is in electronics and he had the privilege of working on
some of the most technologically advanced electronics for more than a
decade before joining CMI. Richard is married and lives in Kitchener with




his wife and 5 children.

BA-201

Jennifer Kerr and
Pastor Robert
Bugbee

Q & A with your Co-Main
Speakers

Do you have questions about your faith, the church,
mental/emotional/relational health, and training cats how to
dance? Well then, you should attend this breakout session!
Your gathering co-main speakers, Pastor Robert Bugbee
and Jennifer Kerr, have experience and expertise to share.
(Okay, maybe not so much about the teaching cats to
dance part, but they could give it a shot if you want.) Pastor
Robert and Jennifer are looking forward to an engaging
conversation with you!

Jennifer Kerr is a mental and relational health counsellor from Regina,
Saskatchewan. She has a husband named Rocky, a cat named Kirby, and
a guitar named Bennett. Throughout her time working with kids, youth, and
young adults in many different organizations, Jennifer knew she wanted to
grow in her abilities to serve young people and families. That led her to
complete her Master of Arts in Marriage and Family Therapy and become a
professional counsellor. Jennifer has been part of many LC-C youth
gatherings as a musician, and spoke at Impact 2023 on mental health from
a faith perspective, but this is her first time as a co-main speaker. She is
pumped to attend Unbreakable in 2025! Find Jennifer online at
www.throughtherapy.ca.

Rev. Robert Bugbee serves as a pastor at First Lutheran Church and
Christian Academy in Windsor, Ontario, where he has been since 2018.
From 2008 to 2018, he served as the Synod President of LCC. At the 2013
NYG in Winnipeg, Stand Firm, he served the gathering as the Bible study
leader. Pastor Bugbee was born in Ohio, then studied at Wartburg College
in lowa and Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, with semesters in Germany.
Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, conferred on him
the honourary degree Doctor of Divinity. He is married to Gail, and they
have four children and ten grandchildren.

BA-202

Rhonda Kelman

I Am Who God Says |
Am

Rhonda lives in Coquitlam, BC. She grew up in Edmonton,
but loves the West Coast where she lives now. She is a
member of Walnut Grove Lutheran Church and teaches
Grade 1 at Hope Lutheran Christian School. Right now she
is involved with the Young Adults ministry at the church.
Sharing God’s love has always been a passion of hers and
encouraging others to do the same! In her free time, she
loves to go on road trips, hang out with friends, play board
games, and her newest hobby is quilting!

Growing up | always struggled with caring too much about what others
thought about me. It wasn’t until | was an adult that | realized that | had a
constant cycle of negative self-talk looping in the back of my mind. Looking
throughout the Bible there are reminders that even though we are broken,
God can use us to do amazing things. Through scripture, retreats,
counselling, talking with pastors, and sharing my story with others, |
realized how important it was to turn to scripture to redirect the negative
narrative into a positive one. There is so much pressure on how we should
be, but studying who God says we are will help us to remember He makes
us unbreakable.

BA-208

Tara Hart and
Ashton Hart

Songwriting for Worship
- part 2

Together we will compose a worship song during this
two-session workshop that we will then perform and teach
to everyone at the Gathering. We will explore key
components of writing music that is appropriate for Divine
service, and apply it to our ideas. Musical proficiency will
be helpful, but not necessary. Come make a joyful noise to
the Lord!

This workshop will be led by Canadian singer/songwriter Tara Lyn Hart and
her son Ashton Hart, who is a composer for visual media, film and video
games. Between them they have a vast amount of experience writing a
variety of music genres, including Christian and Worship music.




BA-209

Pastor Ron Mohr

Faith Comes By Hearing
-- Bible Translation for
Today

Presentation and discussion about the work of Lutheran
Bible Translators, the broad scope of Bible Ministry, and
the exciting opportunities for people of all ages in bringing
God's Word to people in their own heart language in every
culture around the world.

Pastor Ron Mohr has been joyfully serving as Lutheran Bible Translators of
Canada Executive Director since 2018. Before that he served as the East
District Mission Exec and worked with the other districts in multicultural
ministry. He also served as parish pastor in Tillsonburg, ON for 17 years,
and began in ministry as pastor in Estevan/Midale, SK. In between he
served as a full time hospital chaplain in Sarnia, ON, and Cincinnati, OH,
and as a vacancy pastor in several multicultural congregations along the
way.

BA-210

Pastor Scott
Brayall

Playing the Role

In this drama breakout session, we will be examining the
different individuals from the Scripture passages examined
at NYG: UNBREAKABLE. Pre-written monologues will be
provided, allowing all participants to step into a character,
imagine the world around them, and ultimately, to meditate
upon what God’s constant grace and protection,
demonstrated to the Bible character, means for them. For
those interested we will allow time for presentation and
feedback (though stage time at the breakout will not be
enforced; stage-fright need not keep you away from this
session!).

Pastor Scott is Assistant Pastor at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in Red
Deer, Alberta. Married to Becky, they have two boys, Herschel and Lionel.
They frequent coffee shops more than anyone should legally be allowed to,
probably. Pastor Scott enjoys playing trumpet and guitar and rarely stops
singing, and he loved spending time on the stage, but that has been more
than a few years—so you should join him in the breakout sessions and see
how rusty he is! He has been your (co)MC at previous NYG and IMPACT
Youth Gatherings, but this time he’s enjoying being a 7+1 leader among
other roles. He’s overjoyed that you are at the NYG that you may know just
how graciously and wonderfully your God equips you—the faith that He has
given to you will surely protect you through this life into life everlasting.

BA-211

Prayer Walk

Need a break from the breakouts? Come take part in our
prayer walk and find some quiet time actively in prayer.

The prayer walk was organized by Pastor Eric, and the room will be staffed
by Minions during the breakout sessions.

Breakout session 4: Sunday at 4pm

Youth Leaders:

Room

Presenter

Topic

Description

Presenter Bio

BA-101

Samantha Neeb

A Conversation with
Leaders

This is your chance to advise the Synod. Talk to Samantha
about what support you need, as a person who cares for
the youth of the church, and for the youth of the church.

Samantha Neeb is a recent graduate of the Director of Parish Services
program at Concordia Lutheran Seminary in Edmonton. In August, she will
be starting as the Associate Director - Family Ministries for Lutheran Church
- Canada.

Samantha grew up near New Hamburg, Ontario, but has spent the last five
years living in the west, Vancouver, Edmonton and Central Alberta. She’s
excited to be at the National Youth Gathering, it'll be her seventh one, and if
you need someone to go for ice cream with, she’ll volunteer!




Young Adults:

Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-102 | Pastor Peter Adulting with Jesus Growing up comes with big changes—faith, work, and Pastor Peter Knelson grew up in Saskatchewan, where youth gatherings
Knelson and relationships. You probably have a lot of questions as you played a pivotal role in shaping his faith and fostering friendships. Although
guests prepare to graduate from high school. How do we navigate | he never had the chance to attend a National Youth Gathering as a youth,
it all while staying strong in Christ? What does it look like to | he’s making up for it now—serving as the MC for the 2025 NYG! His hope
put on the armour of God? How do | stay faithful when the | is that today’s youth will find this gathering just as impactful, inspiring, and
world pulls me away? What does success look like as a fun as his own experiences.
Christian? How do | find someone special who shares my Pastor Peter serves St. John’s Lutheran Church in Warman and St. Paul’s
faith? What do | do when | feel lost or unsure? Lutheran Church in Bergheim, Saskatchewan. When he’s not pastoring,
Join me and other adults as we discuss the questions you he’s helping his wife, Laurel, keep up with their two energetic kids. And
have about growing up and maturing in this world while when the house finally quiets down, you’ll often find him playing guitar and
putting on the armour of God. recording music. He can’t wait to stand alongside you in putting on the full
armor of God!
Youth:
Room Presenter Topic Description Presenter Bio
BA-110 | Pastor Glenn God Loves Broken Broken? But I'm strong. Nothing can break me... Except Pastor Glenn is originally from Detroit, Michigan. He attended Concordia

Worcester

People

sin breaks things. Ever since the Fall, the world is broken,
and the people in it are broken. As a result, there are
broken homes, broken families, broken hearts, broken
bodies, broken minds, broken lives, broken promises. Even
the Church is full of broken people, who break God’s
commandments. God is not broken. He fixes what is
broken. He is the one who heals and restores, through His
means of grace, because He loves broken people, like you,
like me. And He can even use broken people for His
purposes, for His glory, like you, like me. Come and hear
the story about how God worked in the life of a teenager
whose family was broken by divorce, who turned to
anorexia, amongst other things, to prove he was not broken
as everything else was falling apart... when in fact, he was
completely shattered. Yet, God still loved him, picked up the
pieces and restored them one by one, as only He can do.
Come with questions about your own circumstances, and
hear the Good News of God’s unbreakable love for you, and
how He can use you to reach other broken people.

University in Ann Arbor; Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne;
did his Vicarage at Immanuel Lutheran in Lethbridge; and served as a
pastor in Michigan until coming to Peace Lutheran Church in Winnipeg in
2012. Pastor Glenn was the main speaker at the 2019 "Worthless" NYG,
and enjoys talking about Jesus, playing board games and sports, music,
spending time with his family, and the color pink. Pastor Glenn met his
wife Andrea at the 2007 "I Am" NYG in Ottawa. They have three lovely
children: Micah (born on the first day of the 2016 NYG, and will celebrate
on the last day of this NYG), lvy, and Jonah.




BA-111

Richard Fangrad

The Age of the Earth
from the Bible and
Science

Could there be scientific evidence for a young earth and
universe? What processes could produce features that
appear to be million of years old? What is the biblically
deduced age of the earth? How does an old or young earth
impact our lives?

Richard is CEO of Creation Ministries-Canada, and producer and co-host
of the weekly, half-hour TV show Creation Magazine LIVE!.

Richard has been speaking on the creation/evolution issue since 1994.
The Canadian CMI office began as a room in his home in late 1998. As a
speaker, he is known for his easy-to-understand scientific presentations.
Richard grew up in a Christian home but by high school he had many
unanswered questions about creation, Genesis and the accuracy of the
Bible that greatly hindered his spiritual growth. This began to change in
1994 after hearing Dr Carl Wieland (from CMI-Australia) and subscribing
to Creation magazine, and reading other resources on apologetics.
Richard's education and professional training is in electronics and he had
the privilege of working on some of the most technologically advanced
electronics for more than a decade before joining CMI. Richard is married
and lives in Kitchener with his wife and 5 children.

BA-201

Dcn. Michael
Gillingham

LGBTQIA2S+: What
does this mean?

We live in a time and culture where people are asking huge
questions about sexuality, gender, sexual orientation, and
gender identities. It can be a little confusing to sort out the
new terminology, especially when some of it is constantly
changing and being updated. We'll do a brief review of the
different terms and ideas represented by LGBTQIA2S+.
We'll follow this up with a conversation about ways that
Christian young people and adults can respond to these
new ideas and conversations. (youth)

Dcn. Michael Gillingham is a rostered deacon (DPS) in LCC who has
served for thirty years in youth ministry, young adult ministry, and music
ministry in congregations in western Canada. He has more recently
shifted into a new job where he serves as “missionary deacon” with LAMP
(Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots). Michael currently works
with northern communities and with teams from churches in Canada and
the US who seek to provide ministry to kids and adults in these
communities. Michael’s interest in questions surrounding gender and
sexuality emerged as he worked with youth and families and also as he
attended graduate school at a local public university. Michael is hoping
that his presentations will provide some helpful information and
suggestions for engaging with these questions in positive ways. Michael is
a husband, father, father-in-law, and grandfather as well as a songwriter
and sports fan (go Elks!! go Oilers!!). He is a long time supporter of the
LCC National Youth Gathering and is glad to be able to attend and
present there this year.




BA-202

Dcn. Amanda
Hastings, Rev.
Michael Schtuz,
Dr. Alex Vieira,
and seminarians
Hyunsoo Lee
and Andrew
Hayes

To Church Work and
Beyond!

You see them on Sunday morning and maybe during Youth
Group but what do Pastors and Deacons do on the other 5
days? Ever wonder what you would have to do if you
wanted to become a Pastor or Deacon? And really...what’s
the deal with the white robe? Come find out the answer to
these questions and more with our dream team panel of
different church workers who are eager to share their love of
Christ and vocation with you.

Dcn. Amanda Hastings is currently serving as a Deacon (Director of
Parish Services) at Good Shepherd Lutheran in Regina SK. She has been
serving professionally in the church since 2010 and is always excited to
share about the many and various ways that we all can serve in the
Church (beware, once you get her started talking it's hard to get her to
stop!) She is married with a 10 year old daughter and a 6 year old son.
She loves Jesus, the colour purple, coffee and owls.

Pastor Michael is a child of God, husband, and father of four. He serves
as Lead Pastor at Concordia Lutheran Church in Penticton, BC and as
Vice-President of LCC. He has also served in LCC and LCMS as a
Deacon (DPS). He grew up with VCRs, cassette tapes, and rotary
phones, and so he has seen an immense amount of change in the
technology we use every day. He tries to help the church be wise as we
use tech tools to serve the work of God's kingdom. Pastor Michael is a
musician and sports fan (go Riders!), and enjoys family camping trips and
hanging out in the sunny Okanagan of BC.

Dr. Alex Vieira serves as professor of Exegetical Theology, teaching
courses on the Bible and biblical languages, at Concordia Lutheran
Seminary, Edmonton. He is married to Celiane ("Sally") Vieira and they
have a 9-year-old daughter and a 1-year-old son. He is Brazil and lived for
seven years in the US during graduate studies, where he was involved as
a volunteer in cross-cultural ministries, specially with people who came
from Nepal and Bhutan, and also had a Bible study in his house, twice a
month, for Brazilians who were new to St. Louis. He has been in Canada
since 2021. Before moving here, he was a pastor in Southern Brazil for a
few years, and a big part of his ministry was with the youth (ages 12-18)
and with young adults (ages 19-40). He also taught online for Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis, and was an adjunct professor for Seminario
Concdérdia, in Brazil.




BA-208 | Pastor Scott Freedom to Play Because we live united to Christ in our Baptism, we are set | Pastor Scott is Assistant Pastor at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in Red
Brayall free to live and enjoy this world God has given to us. Yet, as | Deer, Alberta. Married to Becky, they have two boys, Herschel and Lionel.
we all experience, life comes with many responsibilities that | They frequent coffee shops more than anyone should legally be allowed
feel burdensome and so play as we knew it as children to, probably. Pastor Scott enjoys playing trumpet and guitar and rarely
seems too often to fall to the wayside. This breakout stops singing, and he loved spending time on the stage, but that has been
session, bringing together games and activities from the more than a few years—so you should join him in the breakout sessions
improvised theatre world, will allow and encourage all and see how rusty he is! He has been your (co)MC at previous NYG and
participants to simply play—we will act as different IMPACT Youth Gatherings, but this time he’s enjoying being a 7+1 leader
characters; we will build made-up stories; we will enjoy time | among other roles. He’s overjoyed that you are at the NYG that you may
just being silly. No theatre experience is know just how graciously and wonderfully your God equips you—the faith
necessary—everyone is welcome. that He has given to you will surely protect you through this life into life
everlasting.
BA-209 | Lutheran How can they believe if | As Christians we are given the great blessing of knowing https://www.lll.ca/
Laymen’s they have not heard? Christ and His great works. But what about those who don’t | https://Ibtc.ca/
League of know God? How do we help? https://www.concordiamissions.org/
Canada, Join in a lively discussion with four different mission groups | https://www.haitilutheranmissionsociety.ca/
Lutheran Bible that help bring the love of Christ into the world. Represented
Translators in this panel will be the Lutheran Laymen’s League of
Canada, Canada, Lutheran Bible Translators Canada, Concordia
Concordia Lutheran Mission Society, and the Haiti Lutheran Mission
Lutheran Mission Society.
Society, and the
Haiti Lutheran
Mission Society
BA-210 | Pastor Eric Pop Culture "Pop culture:" we see these two words at almost every youth | Pastor Eric is pastor at St. John's Lutheran Church in Beach Corner,
Moffett gathering. Why? What's there still to learn about it? Pop Alberta. He is married to the incredible Kayla and is proud and tired dad to
culture really is a discussion on the ways by which the their twins Wesley and Wren. He spent 10 years doing outreach ministry
world, outside of the classroom, is communicating to us. on the University of Calgary campus. He has been a part of Youth
Music, movies, ads, TikTok, IG, TV, ads, YouTube, Twitch, Gathering committees for 20+ years. He loves slo pitch, hot takes,
news, ads, etc. all are ways by which thoughts and ideas movies, games, competitions, musicals, and he's a 2025 Activate
are communicated to us. Thoughts about who you are, who | Champion...goodness he sounds so "cool". Find him, say hi, get your
you ought to be, where you should go, what you should do team some points.
and what you should think. And whether we like it or not, we
are all listening. So let's learn how to listen, and talk about
our favourite movies, music, influencers, video games etc.
BA-211 Prayer Walk Need a break from the breakouts? Come take part in our The prayer walk was organized by Pastor Eric, and the room will be

prayer walk and find some quiet time actively in prayer.

staffed by Minions during the breakout sessions.



https://www.lll.ca/
https://lbtc.ca/
https://www.concordiamissions.org/
https://www.haitilutheranmissionsociety.ca/

